                    Australia and New Zealand
 
Australia is situated in the eastern part of the Southern Hemisphere. Australia is an island continent lying between the Indian Ocean on the west and Pacific Ocean on the east. It is the sixth largest country and the smallest continent.
 
HISTORY

James Cook discovered Australia on the 20th of April 1770. The original inhabitants of Australia were people called Aborigines. 

GOVERNMENT

Australia is part of the Commonwealth, so the British King is the official head of the country.
The capital is Canberra. The biggest city is Sydney.
Australia consists of 6 states and 2 territories:

- Western Australia – the capital is Perth
- South Australia – the capital is Adelaide
- Queensland – the capital is Brisbane
- New South Wales – the capital is Sydney
- Victoria – the capital is Melbourne
- Tasmania – the capital is Hobart

Territories: 1. Northern Territory – the capital is Darwin
                     2. Australian Capital Territory – the capital is Canberra
 
The biggest cities (Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, etc.) are situated on the coast because the climate in central part is extremely hot and dry. 

GEOGRAPHY

- DESERTS
There are two big deserts: the Great Sand Desert and the Victoria Desert
- RIVERS
Country has only two big rivers: the Murray and the Darling
- MOUNTAINS
  Australia has one big mountain range called The Great Dividing Range (the Australian Alps). The highest peak is Mont Kosciusko, it is 2 228 meters high. 

CLIMATE
 It has a warm climate with plenty of sunshine – the average temperature in January (summer) is 24 degrees above zero and in July (winter) it is 8 degrees above zero.The interior of Australia is also called „the outback“. This part has extremely  hot and dry climate. There is little rainfall there. The south – east has pleasant type of climate.

ANIMALS
  The typical and unique Australia’s animals are: kangaroos, koalas, platypus, echidna, wombat, dingo. These special animals we cannot find elsewhere.
Koalas are protected by law. They live in the eucalyptus tree and eat its leaves, containing drug, which makes them sleepy. They sleep 18 hours a day.

Kangaroos - strange animals whose females carry their children in a pouch until they are able to live alone.


CURRENCY

Currency used in Australia is Australian Dollar.
 
CITIES
Canberra is the capital of Australia since 1997. It is also the seat of the Australian parliament. Thanks to its natural scenery and architecture Canberra is sometimes said to be one of the most beautiful capitals in the world.
Sydney is the largest city in Australia. It has ideal natural conditions. Among important places there is for example Sydney Opera House with its fascinating roof construction, skyscrapers, hotels, offices and restaurants. There are also many parks and botanical gardens in Sydney. The Harbour Bridge, 140 meters above a sea level. There can be 6 000 cars, 28 000 people and 128 trains in the same time.
Melbourne is the capital of the state of Victoria and the second largest city in the Australia. One of the Grand Slam tennis tournament – Australian Open takes place there.
 PLACES OF INTEREST
Great Barrier Reef (Veľký korálový útes)
is the largest coral reel in the world, consisting of 900 islands and stretching over a huge 2,600 kilometres. It’s so vast that it can even be seen from outer space! It´s a paradise for diving. The reef is now a World Heritage Site and home to a diverse range of life including whales, dolphins, porpoises, turtles, sea snakes, stingray, sharks and saltwater crocodiles.!

Uluru (Ayres Rock)
Uluru is one of the iconic symbols of Australia. Formerly Ayres Rock, this has to be one of the best known sights of Australia! Uluru is situated in the so called Red Centre in Northern Australia and is part of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre. Uluru is the heart of Aborigines and is a sacred place for them. It’s made of sandstone which changes its colour from orange, to blue, violet or red during sunset and sunrise. There is a sunrise viewing point on the road around Uluru and also a sunset viewing point.
Kakadu national park
Kakadu National Park is located in the Northern Territory of Australia. The name Kakadu comes from the mispronunciation of ‘Gagudju’ which is the name of an Aboriginal language spoken in the northern part of the Park. Kakadu is ecologically and biologically diverse. Aboriginal people have occupied the Kakadu area continuously for at least 40,000 years. Kakadu National Park is renowned for the richness of its Aboriginal cultural sites. There are more than 5,000 recorded art sites illustrating Aboriginal culture over thousands of years. The archaeological sites demonstrate Aboriginal occupation for at least 20,000 and possibly up to 40,000 years. The cultural and natural values of Kakadu National Park were recognised internationally when the Park was placed on the UNESCO World Heritage List.   
National flag: blue field with the British Union Jack in the upper left corner, a white federal star and 5 stars of southern cross

Official symbol: kangaroo

Sport: rugby, Australian football, cricket, tennis, swimming

Free time: large number of beaches (New South Wales, Queensland) - people go surfing, swimming, skateboarding etc. There are lots of cinemas, operas, museums, fun parks, exciting nightlife...

                                                     NEW ZEALAND:
 
GOVERNMENT
is also part of British Commonwealth. The official head of state is the British King.

GEOGRAPHY
This country is bigger in size than Great Britain. New Zealand is situated in the Pacific Ocean about 2000 km from Australia. It consists of two large islands plus other smaller islands. 
-  There are two main islands:
             1.The North Island – with a warm climate and many volcanic activity

             2.The South Island – it is cooler and has got a higher rainfall.
 
There are the Southern Alps with Mount Cook (3754 m) the highest mountain in New Zealand. The country is mostly mountainous. New Zealand’s climate is quite pleasant. There is a lot of sun and it often rains there. Summers are not too hot (+28°C) and winters are mild (+8°C).
 
POPULATION
There are 3,6 million people in the country. Over 80% of people are European (mainly British) origin. Around 9% of the population is Maoris – original inhabitants.The two official languages are English and Maori.
 
CITIES
-  Wellington is the capital.
-  Auckland is the largest city with 800,000 people. Auckland´s nickname is  “ the city of sails” because it has more boats than anywhere else in the world.

WILDLIFE
New Zealand has got some unique animals and plants. The tuatara is a reptile that has survived from the era of the dinosaurs. The weta is the largest and heaviest insect in the world and the kiwi (the national symbol of New Zealand) is a large bird that cannot fly.
 
LIFESTYLE
New Zealanders, who are also known as “ Kiwis”, are relaxed people who love the outdoor life. It is not surprising that New Zealand is successful at many sports. Its national sport is rugby.

